


~40 minute talks

~15 minutes for Q&A: Please use the 
Q&A feature to ask questions

Sign up for these and see recordings 
soon at
dontmovefirewood.org/eabweek2024 

Tuesday, May 21st 12pm EST: 
Meet the Don’t Move Firewood Team and 
Learn How You Can Get Involved

Tuesday May 21st at 3pm EST: 
After Emerald Ash Borer: Can I Save My Trees?
Bob Bruner, Purdue University

Wednesday, May 22nd  12pm EST: 
The Tiny Green Menace in the Great White North
Arvind Vasudevan, Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Chris MacQuarrie, Natural Resources Canada

Wednesday May 22nd at 3pm EST:
Emerald Ash Borer Response & Management 
Updates from Oregon
Max Ragozzino, Oregon Department of 
Agriculture



Meet Don’t Move Firewood
What we do, big ticket topics, 
and how to get involved!

Emerald Ash 
Borer Awareness 

Week 2024
Leigh Greenwood & 

Laurel Downs
The Nature Conservancy



Firewood is a broad pathway for 
invasive forest insects and diseases

• Forest pests can and do move on 
firewood

• Regulations are not 
comprehensive nor consistent

• New pest outbreaks come to light 
every year



Guiding Principles

• GOAL: Protect trees

• TACTIC: Slow the spread of 
invasive forest pests via 
firewood pathway

• TARGET: Firewood users and 
Stakeholder group educators

• MESSAGES: Don’t move 
firewood; buy it where you 
burn it, gather on site, or buy 
certified heat-treated 



We make firewood 
outreach tools 
consistent and 
accessible to everyone

Website Content
• Resource Library
• Firewood Map
• Forest pest and pathogen species profiles
• News (blog)
• Spanish language microsite
• Resources for other outreach professionals



Emerald 
Ash Borer

(EAB)

• Found in MI in 2002
• Now in 36 states
• Eradication attempts 

unsuccessful
• Millions of dead ash 

trees  



Emerald ash borer (EAB) 
was federally regulated as 
a quarantine pest for 22 
years

- Was both domestic and 
international quarantined

- Provided authority to run heat-
treatment (firewood certification) 
programs



No federal domestic 
quarantine as of
January 15, 2021

Therefore, states, tribes, and various 
land-owning entities (e.g., state parks, 
national parks, private campgrounds) 
faced decisions on firewood movement.

- Some have implemented quarantines

- Some have create firewood 
certification programs



External /Exterior     vs     Internal /Interior

• Regulated articles/items cannot cross quarantine 
boundaries without appropriate treatment, inspection, 
certification, or written exemption.

Most are pest-based quarantines under which 
firewood is a regulated article (esp. in the west)

Quarantines



Exterior Quarantines Relevant to 
EAB

• 7 states have EAB-specific exterior quarantines 
- 1 state has a planned exterior EAB quarantine 

• 13 states have broad pest or firewood quarantines that cover EAB
• 2 states have proposed or planned pest/firewood quarantines that would cover EAB

• 28 states have no regulations that legally prohibit the entry of EAB or EAB materials



Interior Regulations Relevant to 
EAB

• 8 states have EAB-specific interior quarantines
• 9 states have a FIREWOOD-specific interior regulation  

or policy



Exterior EAB and/or firewood-specific regulations

Interior EAB and/or firewood-specific regulations



Firewood Comparison Report
State and Territory Firewood Relevant Regulations, Certifications, 

and Outreach Statuses across the USA



Firewood 
Comparison Report

• A snapshot of firewood-relevant 
regulations, certifications, 
and outreach across the USA

• Updated regularly – latest available version April 
2023, will be updated this summer!

Big take-away: all around 
need for more consistency!



Important to reach folks BEFORE they leave their house!

• State Agency Firewood Communications
• Cooperative Extension Firewood Communications
• State Parks Online Camping-related Communications
• State Parks Campground Reservation Process: Three 

representative State Parks containing campgrounds were 
chosen for each state (N/W, Central, S/E). 

Looking at State-based Outreach



Important Locations for Online Firewood 
Outreach

• State Dept. of Forestry (or equivalent)

• State Parks 

• State Parks/Lands Campground Reservation Portal

•State-based Pest Pages

• State Dept. of Agriculture

• Cooperative Extension

•  National Parks

• National Forests 

• Major Counties/Cities (e.g., parks, municipal waste)

Camping

Forest Health

Invasive Species; 
Insects and Diseases



Online Firewood 
Messaging:

Important to 
reach people 
BEFORE they 
leave the house!



EAB makes it to 
the West!
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• Two year project through 
BIL funds in Region 6 

• Targeted to State, Private, 
and Tribal Forestry

• Goal: Protect R6 forest 
health from invasive tree 
pests and pathogens, via 
behavior change in the 
firewood using public

New Project: Region 6 Invasive Species Funding



Outreach and Best Practices still needed to slow 
spread of EAB (and other pests) in the US
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Research Project: Message Frame Testing



Quick Tools for 
the Public

• Our Firewood Map gives a snapshot of the 
rules/regulations in each state and province along with 
helpful resources from those areas. See 
dontmovefirewood.org/map

• Use Firewood Scout to find local firewood vendors in 
participating states. See firewoodschout.org
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Partner 
Collaboration 
Highlights
• Content collaboration for 

related outreach initiatives 
NAISMA’s PlayCleanGo

• Custom Graphics designed in 
collaboration with state, tribal, 
and regional partners

• Firewood Scout advising
• Partner organization with 

federal Firewood Banks 
program



• Google AdWords 
Grant

• Selected Sites 
Banner Ads

• Facebook Ads and 
Boosted (Promoted) 
Posts

• Print Publication 
Advertisements

• Other Projects when 
funds available

Paid 
Advertising
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dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/
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dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library

Huge 
Archive of 
Social 
Media 
Ideas and 
Images!

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/


Outreach Event 
Calendar

• Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Week – May

• PlayCleanGo Awareness week – June

• National Moth Week – July

• Tree Check Month – August

• Firewood Month! – October 

• National Invasive Species Awareness Week 
(NISAW) – February

• Invasive Plant Pest and Disease Awareness 
Month – April

dontmovefirewood.org/firewood-outreach-year/



Questions?
Reach out to Leigh 
Greenwood at  
LGreenwood@tnc.org

Or Laurel Downs at 
Laurel.downs@tnc.org

Many thanks to 
USDA APHIS for the 
continued financial 
support of this 
important work.
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